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NAME 
                    Nilgun E. Tumer 

POSITION TITLE 
Professor 
 eRA COMMONS USER NAME 

                     NTUMER 
EDUCATION/TRAINING  (Begin with baccalaureate or other initial professional education, such as nursing, and include postdoctoral training.) 

INSTITUTION AND LOCATION DEGREE 
(if applicable) YEAR(s) FIELD OF STUDY 

Agnes Scott College, Decatur, Georgia B.A. 1974-1978 Chemistry with Honors 
Purdue University, West Lafayette, Indiana Ph.D. 1978-1982 Biochemistry 
The University of Chicago Postdoc 1982-1984 Molecular Genetics and 

Cell Biology 
 
A. Positions and Honors: 
1982-1984  Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of Molecular Genetics and Cell Biology, The University of 

Chicago, Chicago, IL  
1984-1989  Senior Research Biologist/Research Specialist, Monsanto Co., St. Louis, MO 

1989-1992  Group Leader, Monsanto Co., St. Louis, MO 

1992-2001       Associate Professor, Biotech Center and Department of Plant Biology and Pathology,    
                    Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ 

2001-present Professor, Biotech Center and Department of Plant Biology and Pathology,  
Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ 

 
Other Experience and Professional Memberships: 
2007  Panel member, NIH NIAID Cooperative Research Partnerships for Biodefense 
2007  Acting Chair, NIH NIAID Special Emphasis Panel, Partnerships into Therapeutics and  
                      Diagnostics for Biodefense Toxins 
2007-Pres.   Vice-Chair, Gene Discovery and Engineering Resistance (GDER), US Wheat and Barley Scab 

Initiative    
2002-Pres.  Panel member, NSF Molecular and Cellular Biosciences 
2002-Pres.      Panel member, Busch Biomedical Research Grants, Rutgers University 
2002-2005    Panel member, USDA SBIR   
1997-1999       Panel member, NSF Molecular and Cellular Biosciences 
1995-1996       Panel member, DOD Breast Cancer Program 
 
Honors: 
June 2008  Member, Rutgers University Senate 
April 2006  Rutgers University Sustained Research Excellence Award 
April 2006  Rutgers University Patent Award 
Dec. 2004   Rutgers University Academic Excellence Fund Award 
April 2000  Rutgers University Research Excellence Award 
April 2000  Japanese Society for Promotion of Science Fellowship 
May 1995  Johnson & Johnson Discovery Award 

1990           Monsanto Company Excellence in Research Award 
1987 Special Achievement Award, Monsanto Company  

1982-1984 American Cancer Society Postdoctoral Fellowship 
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26.  C. Coetzer, D. Corsini, S. Love, J. Pavek and N. E. Tumer  (2001). Control of enzymatic browning in 
potato (Solanum tuberosum    L.) by sense and antisense RNA from tomato polyphenol oxidase.  Journal 
of Agricultural and Food Chemistry, 49, 652-657. 

27.  K. Hudak, J. Bauman and N. E. Tumer (2002).  Pokeweed antiviral protein binds to the cap structure of 
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